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The VAMP analysis at Willis showed that there were two sub-categories of horse-riders 


and these are briefly described below :








Horse Riders - Brumby Runners.





Market Characteristics :	 Members of local Brumby clubs, small groups of 3 - 5 people 


- largely male with high level of experience in remote natural environments. 


Activity Description : Horse riding for the specific purpose of capturing feral horses. 


- may be camped out in remote areas for periods of up to a week at a time, and often year round.


Experience Sought : Capture of feral horses as a business operation rather than to appreciate the environment. But the experience is also seen as a challenge.


Service Needs :	Designated horse camping areas, with access to water supply. 


Access into areas which horse riding would 	not otherwise be allowed.


Management Issues :  May operate illegally and disobey regulations 


- Difficult to police and control. 


- Significant impacts upon the environment and may disturb other visitors’ wilderness experience.


- Increasing level of co-operation with park management agencies. 


- Clubs are being consolidated, may lead to greater scope for effective management.	
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Horse Riders  :  Recreational.





Market Characteristics :	 Families who camp in the area and bring their own horses or go on an organised tour. Others include independent travellers and schools.


Activity Description : Horse riding for recreational reasons over period of 1-6 days.


Experience Sought : The relaxing and / or challenging experience of riding the horse along with using the horse as a means of access to remote natural environments. 


Service Needs :	Designated trails and use of management tracks for horse riding, signposting on trails, horse camping areas and access to water. Huts may be used for overnight accommodation as an alternative to camping during bad weather.


Management issues : Considerable potential for conflict with walkers using tracks.


- Introduction of weeds, damage to trees and ground cover, soil erosion and/or compaction 


- Currently a low level of use, but increasing.


- Commonly operate illegally, e.g., in NSW Wilderness area	
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Assessment of horse-riding as an activity (details not included here) suggests that the current situation is far from satisfactory. The problems are compounded by the existence of large numbers of feral horses. 





Key issues are :





Environmental impact of feral horses includes extensive damage to montane wetlands by wallowing, damage to trees, particularly during the recent drought when ringbarking occurred.





Social impacts include the conflict with walkers and other remote area visitors who are concerned about the heaps of manure. The very presence of feral horses makes it more difficult to obtain public support for any limitations upon recreational horse-riding. The romantic image of the brumby means that effective population control will not be acceptable to a large sector of the public.





There is a lack of recognition that domestic horses have different kinds of impact to those caused by the feral animals.





Brumby running has significant environmental impacts as noted above, but provides the most acceptable means of exercising some control over feral populations.





Recreational riding has somewhat different impacts, in that many recreational riders use the tracks which walkers also wish to use and these may become badly fouled. 





A specific managerial problem is the relatively extensive riding within the NSW Wilderness areas, where riding is not permitted.





The riders themselves argue that exclusion of riding from wilderness areas is inappropriate, given their use of the area over the last 160 years, and the fact that suggested alternative sites in the Northern areas of the park are not genuinely accessible to them.





These issues demand a strong commitment, particularly in relation to the wilderness area,  to further consult with riders, and with them, to assess the alternative management actions as outlined on the previous page, and to implement the most appropriate directions of further action.
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